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nounced in cases not referable to this category at all, not being associated 
either with albuminuria or dropsy." 

With the remainder of the classification, as embodied in (2) we have no dif¬ 
ference, though we have never seen sufficient reason for making a separate form 
of the gouty contracted kidney as in (3), but have always made a single divi¬ 
sion of the contracting organ. We admit, however, some reason for such a 
separation as is made by the author. The distinction between this and the 
third stage of the inflammatory form lies in the quantity of interlobular con¬ 
nective tissue and the condition of the tubules. In the former, the contraction 
is mainly the result of absorption of the so-called exuded matter, much of 
which, however, still remains in the tubules, which are variously atrophied. In 
the latter, the diminution in size is due to a proliferation of the elements of the 
intertubular connective tissue, and subsequent contraction of the same. Dr. 
Stewart believes, also, that in the third stage of the inflammatory form the 
fiorous stroma is relatively more abundant than in health, but by no means to 
so great an extent as in what he terms the cirrhotic form. 

I\ ith the trifling exceptions we have named, we have no fault to find with 
the book of Dr. Stewart. On the other hand, we know no work ou the subject 
which is more valuable, and none which affords such pleasant reading. The 
style is clear, sufficiently concise, and even the reports of cases are attractive 
reading. We commend it most heartily. The illustrations, typography, and 
general appearance of the volume add to its value. ' J. T. 


Art. XXIX. — A Clinical Manual of the Diseases of the Ear. Dy Laurence 

Turnbull, M.D., Physician to the Department of Diseases of the Eye and 

Ear, of Howard Hospital, of Philadelphia; <kc. With a coloured litho¬ 
graphic plate, and over one hundred illustrations on wood. 8vo. pp. 486. 

Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1872. 

The plan of this work is comprehensive, and, besides the anatomy and patho- 
logy of the ear lonnd in all the aural text-books, includes chapters on the 
"Physiology of Hearing,” "Acoustics.” and “ Dcaf-Mutism.” 

The last gives an interesting account of the different systems of teaching 
deaf mutes, and the principal institutions devoted to that object. 

In the classification of the different forms of diseases of the ear, the author 
furnishes a table of six hundred cases from his own practice, in addition to a 
large number from other sources. 

A good deal of space, perhaps more than is necessary, is devoted to the de¬ 
scription and figuring ol instruments, most of which are familiar to every prac¬ 
titioner. The forceps described in the list of illustrations as the “author's 
angular forceps,” which, by the by, are not “ angular,” but curved, seem to be 
an improvement on the old form. 

The book gives evidence of research; its bibliography is copious, and it pre¬ 
sents a full summary of the subject of which it treats. 

W e must, however, dissent from the author’s statement in the preface that 
“he has not simply recorded the views and opinions of others,” as we have 
hardly been able to find throughout the volume an original observation or a 
new idea. 

Ihere is an unusual, probably unprecedented, profusion of quotation marks 
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upon its pages. In fact, it may be said to consist principally of matter that 
has been transferred verbatim from other works, and cannot, therefore, claim to 
be anything more than a compilation. As such, it will be found useful, particu¬ 
larly for convenience of reference, as the selections are numerous, and from the 
best authors. Indeed it might almost be called an aural encyclopaedia. 

The value of a medical work is by no means always in proportion to its ori¬ 
ginality, and the author has done service in condensing so much information 
collected from every available source. 

The publishers have done their share of the work well, and the general appeal - 
ance of the volume is very attractive. But the instances of awkward phrase¬ 
ology and careless proof-reading are unusually numerous. _ ^ 

Such expressions as “ Anatomical description of the ear and its functions, ’ 
and “ Frozen and gouty inflammation of the auricle,” glaring in large type, in 
the running-title of pages, cannot fail to strike the most superficial reader; 
and there is scarcely a chapter that does not contain many passages that re- 
quire revision. 


Art. XXX.— Die “ExaJcten" Deutschen Olirencirzte. Von Dr. W. Kramer, 

, Geheimer Sanitatsrath. 8vo. pp. 40. Berlin, 1871. 

The “ Exact German Aurist." By Dr. Kramer, Sanitary Privy Councillor. 

This publication, as the author remarks, is to be received as a kind of appen¬ 
dix to his well-known “Treatise on the Nature and Treatment of the Diseases 
of the Ear,” an English translation of which was published in Philadelphia, in 
1838. It presents a kind of running commentary on some of the views advanced 
by the more prominent of the European aurists of modern times. 1 he criti¬ 
cisms of Dr. K. enforce the necessity of a careful comparison of the lesions 
discovered after death in each portion of the auditory apparatus, with the 
symptoms which accompany during life the several forms of disease of the ear, 
as the only sure foundation for a correct and reliable pathology and diagnosis 
in each, and ultimately a rational and successful plan of treatment. 

The work throughout is replete with interest and practical instruction. It 
would be a pleasant task for us to present a full analysis of its entire contents, 
could we do so with justice to the author and our readers, and without encroach¬ 
ing upon the limits of the departments of the Journal devoted to original con¬ 
tributions, and to a notice of the additions constantly being made, at home and 
abroad, to every department of medical science. D. P. C. 


Art. XXXI.— Emergencies and liow to treat them. The Etiology, Pathology , 
and Treatment of the Accidents, Diseases, and Gases of Poisoning, which 
demand prompt action. Designed for Students and Practitioners of Medi¬ 
cine. By Joseph W. Howe, M.D., Visiting Surgeon to Charity Hospital; 
Lecturer on Surgery in the Medical Department of the University of New 
York, etc. etc. Small 8vo. pp. 265. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1871. 

The range of this book extends over almost all the emergencies which can 
occur in general practice, the object of the author being to furnish, in narrow 



